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He charged straight at us, and we all fled; but there was no place of refuge near. It was manifest that we could not all escape with our lives The use which the Maharajah of Sirguja had made of specially prepared snipe cartridges and their wonderful effect on the elephants occurred to my mind I seized a Chaprasi (orderly) who was rushing f>ast me and took out of the bag that he carried two of my No 1 cartridges I thrust them into my gun and turned round suddenly face to face with the elephant I fired point-blank into the light-coloured spot at the top of his trunk He roared with pain and swung round on his hind legs I immediately gave him the second barrel behind, and he dashed off and disappeared m the jungle, He was afterwards captured and cured
On this occasion I had one of many illustrations of the pluck and devotion often shown by the Indian gentleman. Among our number that day was Rai Gopmath Guru Bahadur, the Unya Brahman Tahsildar, who received the title of Rai Bahadur for his splendid conduct during the Kalahandl insurrection When the elephant first charged at us our impulse was, of course, to run away, which we all did I did not notice that the Rai Bahadur kept close to me, but when I stopped to fire at the elephant, I heard him shout in Uriya, " Stand, all of you, the sahib is standing." When all was over, I turned to find him standing alone beside me, unarmed - He was my friend, and I was his Chief. He could do nothing to save me; but he could not leave me in danger: that was all It was a wonderful escape; there is no doubt that some lives would have been lost but for my oppoitune recollection of niy experiences among the elephants m the Matin Zammdan.